
On death what happens if there is no will?
Aperson who dies without having made a will or whose will is deemed to be invalid is said to have died
"intestate". If this happens the law sets out how the deceased’s assets are to be distributed and who can deal
with the deceased’s affairs.

Who can deal with the deceased’s estate where no will has been made?
In order to administer a deceased’s estate an application can be made by the next of kin,usually a spouse, child
or parent, to the District Probate registry in the area where the deceased lived at the date of death to extract a
Grant of Letters of Administration.

On receipt of the grant, the applicant will become the ‘administrator’ of the deceased’s estate and the Grant of
Administration is then produced to banks or other organisations to
allow the administrator deal with the deceased’s estate.

Who will inherit the deceased’s estate where there is no will made?
The rules for division of property in such instance is as follows:

If the deceased is survived by
• spouse but no children - spouse gets entire estate.
• spouse and children - spouse gets two-thirds, one-third is divided equally between
children (if a child has already died his/her children take a share).

• parents, no spouse or children - divided equally or entirely to one parent if only one survives.
• children, no spouse - divided equally between children (as above).

For further information please contact Dawn Carney, Solicitor, Sheehan & Co., Solicitors, Galway
at 091 895250 or dawncarney@sheehansolicitors.ie

Please note that this leaflet is intended to give general guidance only. Liability is not accepted for any errors or omissions.
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